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                                                                     Abstract
Doctoral persistence is the progression of students to completing their doctoral degrees. Doctoral degrees can either be offered in traditional or online programs. Lack of doctoral persistence for online programs has been higher than for traditional programs and it has been reported that academic advising is one of the factors that play role in doctoral persistence for online students. The purpose of this interview is to explore the factors that contribute to low doctoral persistence for doctoral online students. The interviewee is an expert in doctoral persistence and has been named participant 2 to maintain their confidentiality. 
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Your last name: Hello, how are you? 
Participant 2    : Am fine, thank you, a pleasure to meet you,
Your last name: Pleasure, I hear you are planning to have a third doctoral degree, what,
Participant 2    : Yes,
Your last name: What motivates you now that it will be an online doctoral program?
Participant 2    : Self-motivation and bits of advice from my seniors. 
Your last name: Okay, this is unlike many doctoral online students, they rarely achieve doctoral persistence, what…
Participant 2    : Yes, this may be due to lack of or poor advice. 
Your last name: So what are these factors that contribute to low doctoral persistence for doctoral online students? 
Participant 2    : The first factor that may contribute to this low doctoral persistence is the lack of faculty advising. The faculty should advise the students, for example guiding them to conduct their researches,
Your last name: So this means these online students lack direct support from the faculty?
Participant 2    : Exactly, inconsistent advising is another factor. Lack of constant advising usually demoralize the persistence of these online students
Your last name: Yes,
Participant 2    : Peer influence is the next factor that influences doctoral online students. Negative advice from other students have a great influence on their doctoral persistence,
Your last name: Sorry for interrupting, does social media has some influence?
Participant 2    : Yes, social media is the major forum where these students interact with their peers. There is a belief that doctoral online programs have a feeling of loneliness. This makes the students feel isolated and abandoned and may fail to have the persistence to complete their doctoral degrees. 
Your last name: Okay, is there any other factor before we conclude?
Participant 2    : The factors may be many but conclude with a lack of self-motivation for some of the doctoral online students. Students should not only dependent on advice for their persistence but they should also have high levels of self-motivation and self-driven for them to achieve doctoral persistence. 
Your last name: Thank you for your time and I wish you all the best in your third doctoral degree. 
                                                               













                                                                                Themes
1. Lack of faculty advising
2. Inconsistent advising
3. Peer influence
4. Doctoral online programs have a feeling of loneliness
5. Lack of self-motivation. 

